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Agenda 

• The need for undergraduate 
and graduate reform

• CAST undergraduate and 
graduate programming

• Early research on CAST
• The “Mississippi Model” 



Marc Parent 

“I received two weeks of 
solemn discussion on child 
protective issues, but little 
on getting a drug dealer to 
let you into an abandoned 
building or talking a 
restless police officer into 
sticking around until you 
get through with a case and 
back into your car.” 









• Undergraduate and graduate 
programs provide very little 
education on child abuse, 
domestic violence or elder 
abuse and those that do 
have only 1-4 hours 
– Woodtli 2002, Hatlevig 2006, Walker 2014 



The problem extends to graduate schools

• Many APA accredited graduate 
programs “fall far short” of 
guidelines proposed by the 
APA for minimal levels of 
competence in handling child 
maltreatment cases
–Champion, et al (2003)



Kenny & Abreu (2015) 



Medical schools (Dichter 2018)



Wood, et al (2015) 



Law schools (University of Illinois 2004)



Seminary education (Betz 2015)



Spiritual impact of child abuse 



USDOJ Report 



USDOJ Recommendation (2.3)

• “Include curricula in all university undergraduate 
and graduate programs to ensure that every child-
and family-serving professional receives training in 
multiple evidence-based methods for identifying and 
screening children for exposure to violence.” 
(emphasis added)

• “It is imperative to equip all professionals who serve 
children and families with the knowledge and skills 
they need to recognize and address the impact of 
violence and psychological trauma on children.”



CAST 301: Perspectives on Child Maltreatment

• 301 - Perspectives on Child Maltreatment & Child 
Advocacy—3 S.H. (required). This course covers the history, 
comparative perspectives, the legal framework, responses to 
child maltreatment, the skills necessary to do the work, other 
pertinent issues pertaining to child maltreatment and child 
advocacy, and the future. The field of child maltreatment is 
fraught with controversy. Much of the class focuses on these 
controversies. The approach of the course will be from a 
variety of diverse, professional perspectives including the 
perspectives of a prosecuting attorney versus a defense 
attorney. The course is designed for students majoring in 
criminal justice, education, social work, sociology, psychology, 
nursing, paralegal, or other areas where knowledge of child 
maltreatment and advocating for children might be necessary. 
Much of the work will be hands-on.



CAST 401: Professional and System Response 
to Child Abuse

• 401/501 - Professional & System Responses to Child 
Maltreatment—4 S.H. (required) This course is the 
second course for the child advocacy studies and 
focuses on the responses of professionals to allegations 
of child maltreatment. The purpose of this course is to 
expand the student’s knowledge and skills in identifying, 
investigating and prosecuting child maltreatment. 
Students majoring in criminal justice, education, social 
work, sociology, psychology, nursing, paralegal and 
other areas where knowledge of child maltreatment 
investigation and advocacy are necessary will receive 
competency based skills training such as forensic 
interviewing, documentation, etc. 



Responding to the Survivor of Child Abuse

• 402/502 - Responding to the Survivor of Child Abuse and 
Survivor Responses—4 S.H. (required) This course is the 
third course for child advocacy studies. The purpose of this 
course is to prepare students to recognize the effects of child 
maltreatment and apply interventions strategies for children 
and their families. Multidisciplinary approaches to prevention, 
advocacy and treatment of child maltreatment survivors will 
be presented and discussed. The course is designed for 
students majoring in criminal justice, education, social work, 
sociology, psychology, nursing, paralegal, or other areas 
where knowledge of child maltreatment and advocating for 
children will be necessary. The experiential lab for this course 
involves court room observation and interaction with children. 



Global Child Advocacy Issues

• 302 -Global Child Advocacy Issues -3 S.H. (required).  
This course is a core course for child advocacy studies 
minor. The purpose of this course is to prepare students 
to recognize child advocacy issues around the world. 
The course is designed for students majoring in criminal 
justice, education, social work, sociology, psychology, 
nursing, paralegal, or other areas where knowledge of 
child maltreatment and advocating for children will be 
necessary. Multidisciplinary approaches to advocacy in 
different countries throughout the world will be presented 
and discussed.



Capstone Experience

• 407 -CAST Capstone Experience -4 S.H. (required). 
This course included an intense site-based experience of 
student's choice designed to encapsulate the essence of 
baccalaureate professional role development in a 
internship experience. This synthesis course allows the 
student to expand their understanding of major concepts 
of child advocacy, experiential learning, and evidenced 
based practice in a setting of their choice.  A 
multidisciplinary approach will be emphasized as 
students focus on ethical decision-making and cultural 
sensitivity with clients in a community location.  Students 
work with agencies and develop a project addressing a 
need within that agency. 



Child exploitation 

• 403 -Child Exploitation, pornography & the Internet-3 S.H. 
(elective). The overall goal of this course is the study and 
analysis of child sexual abuse and the responses to this 
problem by human and social services.  Specifically, this 
course will examine the predatory actions of offenders who 
engage in child sexual abuse and exploitation.  Included in 
this assessment is an understanding of the use of computers, 
the internet and emerging technologies by perpetrators to 
exploit children.  Students will also gain an understanding of 
the responses of social services and the criminal justice 
system to this phenomenon.  Thus, the student will be able to 
gain an understanding and appreciation of the roles of law 
enforcement, forensics, courts, social workers, and health 
service providers in the detection, investigation, and 
prosecution of this specific form of child exploitation. 



Child poverty and child abuse
• 404 -Sociology of Child Poverty-3 S.H. (elective). 

Students will analyze poverty and child poverty in the 
U.S. while placing both in an international and historical 
context.  They will understand the demographics of 
poverty and the effects of poverty on children.  They will 
critically evaluate sociological research and theories for 
poverty and child poverty.  Students will also evaluate 
societal responses to poverty and child poverty, 
particularly as poverty relates to child maltreatment.  
This course is useful for students in fields such as 
nursing, criminal justice, education, social work, 
sociology, pre-medicine, and pre-law.



Gender, Violence and Society

• 405 - Gender, Violence and Society-4 S.H. (elective). This 
course introduces students to the roots of gender-based 
violence, the political and cultural structures that perpetuate it, 
and explores how this violence might be brought to an end. 
Students will investigate the local and global impact of 
violence; how gendered violence intersects with race, class, 
sexuality, age, physical ability and the oppressions that are 
linked to these identities; and strategies for addressing 
gender-based violence. The overlap between gender based 
violence and child abuse and neglect will be addressed under 
each topic. As part of the class, students will complete a 45-
hour advocacy training (Plus 15 hours of volunteer advocacy 
work) offered in partnership with the Women’s Resource 
Center of Winona. Course time will be divided between 2 
credits of lab and 2 credits of theory. Prerequisite: CAST 301 
or permission of instructor



CAST Research 

• 406 –Child Advocacy Research Studies (elective) (3). Students 
will read, interpret, and evaluate the significance of research findings 
to child advocacy study. The course helps students understand the 
role of research and information technology in providing evidence 
based practice for child advocacy study within their respective 
disciplines. Students work in small groups to critique research 
studies and synthesize their knowledge of the research process in 
the analysis of several studies. These studies focus on concepts 
relevant to child advocacy such as the effects of maltreatment, 
prevention and education, cultural elements of practice, as well as 
other factors that influence practice with families affected by 
maltreatment. Research design, ethical issues in research, the 
professional’s role in research and the application of technology are 
examined. Students will explore the use of computers and 
technology for processing and managing data.



CAST: Graduate school
• Law schools: Child Abuse and the Law (MDT 

taught)
• Seminary: 3 credit course
• Ten hour, 1 credit course:

– ACE research, how offenders operate in 
faith communities, appropriate policies,  
managing sex offenders in the 
congregation, impact of abuse on 
spirituality

– Spiritual care: addressing spiritual 
questions, papers and presentations 



CAST: medical school

• Medical School: 9 month elective, 2 hours once a 
month, paper plus work with adolescent inpatient

• Implemented University of Toledo College of 
Medicine and Wm & Carey 

• Six published studies: 
1. Students completing elective “significantly more prepared to 

identify signs of maltreatment”
2. To report a cases of suspected abuse even if they didn’t know for 

sure
3. To recommend or secure needed services for a maltreated child 

or adolescent  Knox, et al, International Journal of Adolescent 
Medicine and Health (2013)



Research on CAST medical school

• Improved knowledge in 
identifying and 
responding to child 
maltreatment

• More likely to 
recommend or secure 
services while working 
as a team

• Engagement in 
prevention
– Pelletier & Knox 



Research on undergraduate CAST



CAST/CAAST Universities, Medical 
Schools, Law Schools Seminaries



It’s so real you can touch it



















Community colleges



Online and graduate CAST programs



How do you change the world? 





CAST Mississippi 









Mock house NWACC 



Use of actors 



Mock House Alliant University 



USC Upstate 



University of Illinois Springfield



University of Illinois Springfield
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