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Deeper Understanding, Better Care.

A Note from Tasneem Ismailji, MD, MPH 
AVA Chair 

My first year as Board Chair has been an exhilerating year. As I contemplate 
our mission and vision, I am happy to report that violence and abuse as a 
health issue is gaining traction. Healthcare professionals are showing interest 
and are engaging in our efforts to educate them on the health effects of 
violence and abuse across the lifespan. We have been an active and energetic 

organization with four new board members, Randy Alexander, Barbara Boat, Aggi Tiwari and 
Victor Vieth. Randy has been voted in as our President- Elect. Our gratitude and thanks to board 
members rotating off, Bruce Ettinger, Janice Humphreys, Phil Scribano and Bea Yorker for their 
service and contributions to AVA.

AVA is a membership organization and it is we members who propel AVA to make a difference in 
the health and well being of all the people. Ask your friends, family and colleagues to join us in 
this endeavor.

A Note from Dave Corwin, MD 
AVA President 

2014 is another exciting year for the AVA.  Under the leadership of AVA 
member, Steve Stone, and with the participation of Vince Felitti, Randy 
Alexander, Dave Schneider and myself, the AVA, is co-sponsoring two regional 
AVA Academies in Ashland and Akron, Ohio this April 16 and 17.  These 
Academies combine outside expert presentations with local authorities and 

stake holders in a format designed to stimulate ongoing community action to prevent and 
address violence and abuse.  We hope to replicate this model in other places with similar interest 
and local leadership.

Brooks Keeshin and Kathy Franchek are co-chairing a new kind of AVA Members’ meeting 
on October 16 to 18 in Salt Lake City at the University of Utah.  The meeting is designed to 
include ample opportunity for discussing current controversies in our field and getting to know 
each other better.  Thanks to its chair, Megan Bair-Merritt, and other AVA members involved 
as mentors and committee members, the AVA Scholars Program is progressing well with the 
solicitation of another round of AVA Scholars.  Thanks to Susan Kelley’s leadership and member 
contributors, the AVA Research Reviews has a growing number of AVA commitments for future 
reviews.

(continued on next page)
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(Corwin continued from page 2)

At this January’s Child Maltreatment and Family Violence Conference in San Diego, AVA 
sponsored two half-day pre-conferences. The first, was a new program chaired by Dave 
Schneider that included several AVA leaders addressing leadership development in this field, and 
the second, focused on the ACE Study findings featuring Vince Felitti, use of the AVA ACE Study 
DVD and the ACEs: Informing Best Practice White Paper currently being developed by AVA and 
the National Health Collaborative on Violence and Abuse. 

Aggi Tiwari, AVA’s newest Board Member, has agreed to help facilitate the development of an 
Australasia regional AVA chapter which will be the first regional organization intended to advance 
AVA’s mission in this very important part of the world.  Initial discussion about the development 
of that chapter was held during my early December visit to Hong Kong as a visiting professor to 
Hong Kong University’s Nursing School which Aggi heads.  President-Elect, Randy Alexander and 
Aggi are co-chairing the planning committee for the 2015 AVA Conference that will be held in 
Jacksonville, Florida.  

AVA’s online video educational library continues to grow and the ACE Study videos are now 
available online for institutional subscribers and AVA members as well as on the DVD.  Board 
Chair, Tasneem Ismailji and Karla Vaughan have done great work in developing our new website 
that houses this and so many other resources.

In summary, AVA members are working hard to advance AVA’s mission in many ways.  In all 
these efforts, Karla Vaughan, our amazing Administrative Director has worked diligently in her 
warm and efficient way!  We continue to reach out and recruit new members as we strive to 
make the AVA an ongoing success.  AVA needs to grow larger and we need to develop more 
ways to support AVA’s work.  I’m in awe of the commitment and effort of so many of our AVA 
colleagues and friends.  It’s a privilege to work with so many fine professionals to promote 
health and safety as we reduce and address the harms of violence and abuse.  
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AVA Mission
The Academy on Violence and Abuse (AVA) exists to advance 
health education and research on the prevention, recognition 
and treatment of the health effects of violence and abuse.  

AVA Vision
By improving health professional education and research in the 
areas of violence and abuse, the Academy will integrate this knowledge into the training 
of all health professionals so as to improve health care for all people, to protect the most 
vulnerable among us and to advance health and social policy that promotes safe families, 
workplaces and communities. The AVA strives to be an academic leader in addressing the 
education needs of health professionals regarding violence and abuse and focusing on 
minimizing the effects of violence and abuse on people’s health.
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2013 AVA Accomplishments 
e  Third Biennial Scientific Conference — Hosted a one and a half day conference “Addressing 

Violence and Abuse in the Changing Healthcare Environment” and four half-day preconference 
workshops.  In addition this conference brought together leaders in the field for a Circle 
of Leaders forum, which discussed an innovation ecosystem to advance partnerships and 
collaborations to reduce the health harms of violence and abuse. 

e  New AVA Website — Revamped website to help foster communication among the growing 
community of AVA Members and house a new resource library of video presentations and 
tutorials.

e  Compendium — Compiled and prepared for publication, the compendium “Primary Care–
Based Interventions for Intimate Partner Violence: A Systematic Review”.

e  ACEs: Informing Best Practice — Compiled and edited an ongoing web based e-white paper 
to help healthcare, clinicians, institutions, policy makers and funders identify and address 
adverse childhood experiences. 

e  Workshops — Conducted Faculty Development and ACEs DVD Workshops at multiple 
national conferences.

e  Research Reviews — Distributed monthly, reviews on curated publications.

e  AVA Scholars Program — Continued program with our first cohort of three scholars.

2014 AVA Initiatives 
e    First AVA Members Meeting — Host the first AVA Members Meeting “Controversies and 

Challenges in Addressing Violence and Abuse Across the Lifespan” on Oct 16-18, 2014 in  
Salt Lake City, Utah.

e    New Regional Academies — Two, one-day regional academies with local sponsors and 
partners in Ashland & Akron, Ohio on April 16 and 17, 2014

e    Expand AVA Scholars Program — Two new scholars will be enrolled and mentored by AVA 
members, attend the 2015 AVA Conference and present their research at the 2017 AVA 
Conference.

e    AVA Global Chapter — Development of the first regional global Australasia chapter

e    ACEs: Informing Best Practice — Complete editing and widely distribute this e-document.

e    Workshops — Conduct a new workshop on Leadership Development and continue ACEs 
DVD workshops at multiple national conferences.

e    Research Reviews — Continue monthly reviews on curated publications.

e    Launch Institutional Membership Packages — A way for interested organizations to pay 
for a number of their staff to belong to AVA with one annual payment from the institution.

e    Promote Institutional Licenses for the AVA ACE videos online



2013 AVA Board of Directors

Board of Directors

Robert W. Block, MD, FAAP
Professor Emeritus, University of Oklahoma School of 
Community Medicine, Tulsa, OK;  Past President, the 
American Academy of Pediatrics

Barbara W. Boat, Ph.D.
Associate Professor, Department of Psychiatry and 
Behavioral Neuroscience, University of Cincinnati 
Academic Health Center;  Director, The Childhood Trust
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

Megan H. Bair-Merritt, MD, MSCE
Associate Professor of Pediatrics, Associate Division 
Chief, General Pediatrics Fellowship Director; General 
Pediatrics Medical Director, Child Witness to Violence 
Program, Boston Medical Center, Boston, MA 

Peter Cronholm, MD, MSCE, FAAFP
 Assistant Professor, Department of Family Medicine 
and Community Health; Senior Fellow in the Center for 
Public Health Initiatives, University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, PA

Kathy Franchek-Roa MD 
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, University of Utah 
School of Medicine, Salt Lake City, Utah 

Brooks Keeshin, MD
 Assistant Professor of Pediatrics, Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center, University of Cincinnati 
College of Medicine, Cincinnati, OH

Susan J. Kelley, PhD, RN, FAAN 
Professor and former Dean, College of Health and 
Human Sciences, Georgia State University, Atlanta, GA

Charles P. Mouton, MD, MS 
Senior Vice President for Health Affairs, Dean, School 
of Medicine, Meharry Medical College, Nashville, TN

F. David Schneider, MD, MSPH 
Professor and Chair of Family and Community 
Medicine, Saint Louis University, St. Louis, MO

Tiwari Fung Yee A, RN, PhD, FAAN 
Professor and Head of the School of Nursing at the 
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong

Victor Vieth, JD
Executive Director, National Child Protection Training 
Center, Winona State University Campus, Winona, MN 
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Chair
Tasneem Ismailji, MD, MPH 
Violence and Abuse Educator/Research, Former 
Visiting Scholar Stanford University, Los Altos Hills, CA

President
David Corwin, MD 
Professor and Director of Forensic Services, Pediatrics 
Department, University of Utah School of Medicine,  
Salt Lake City, UT

President Elect
Randell C. Alexander, MD, PhD 
Statewide Medical Director, Child Protection Team, 
Children’s Medical Services, Professor and Chief, 
Division of Child Protection and Forensic Pediatrics, 
University of Florida, Jacksonville, FL 

Treasurer
Marie Christensen, MD, FACS 
Dept. of Plastic Surgery, Park Nicollet Clinic, Clinical 
Professor of Surgery, University of MN, Schools of 
Medicine and Dentistry, Minneapolis, MN



Academy on Violence and Abuse –
2013 Financial Report
BEGINNING NET ASSETS $63,955
 
INCOME 
 Individual Contributions $86,411 
  ACE DVD Sales (Net) $15,118 
 Membership Dues $15,125
 Conference Revenue $15,994
 Conference Sponsorship $16,465 
 Other $142      
  Total Income $149,255

EXPENSES 
 Program  $90,031 
 Administration  $14,556 
 Fundraising $11,098 
  Total Expenses          $115,685

ENDING NET ASSETS    $97,525

Total Income
$148,466

Total Expenses
$115,685
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With Gratitude, We Thank Our 2013 AVA Donors:

Randell Alexander 

Megan Bair-Merritt 

Paula and Charlie Baker 

Robert Block 

Barbara Boat 

Susan Chasson 

Mary-Margaret Chren 

Marie Christensen 

Jan Coles 

David Corwin 

Marion Donohoe 

Kathleen Franchek-Roa 

Brian Grubbs 

Gundersen Health System  

Jacquelyn Hauser 

Emily Huemann 

Sabahat Ismailji 

Tasneem Ismailji 

Martina Jelley 

Deeper Understanding, Better Care

Support AVA

Become an AVA member.  Apply at www.avahealth.org by clicking “Membership” 

�Share our mission. Increased awareness regarding the effects of violence and abuse on  
health is critical. Please help us by sharing this information with your colleagues and friends.

Make a donation. Go to www.avahealth.org, click on “Donate Now”

Roberta Jensen and  
Jerry Breiter 

Carolyn and Pat Jones 

Kayne Anderson Rudnick  

Susan Kelley 

Cynthia Kuelbs 

Patricia Lenahan 

David McCollum 

MDH, Minnesota Department  
Of Health  

Meharry Medical College  

MN School Of Business  

Nora Montalvo-Liendo 

Charles Mouton 

NCEA - National Center  
On Elder Abuse  

Julie Robbins 

Diane Schadewald 

David Schneider 

Susan and Jeff Shellberg 

Steven Stone 

Agnes Tiwari 

Bob and Carol Vaughan 

Karla and Joe Vaughan 

Victor Vieth 

Anne and Steve Wagner 

Marcus Waterbury 

Danie Watson 



AVA is a non-profit, academic, membership-based organization.   
Our membership includes a variety of health care professionals, 
and individuals who are committed to the mission and vision of the 
Academy.  We continue to expand health education and research and 
integrate knowledge about violence and abuse into the training of 
all health professionals to promote safe families, safe workplaces  

and safe communities.  

1160 Vierling Dr.,  Suite 130 
Shakopee, MN 55379

952-974-3270
www.avahealth.org

Twitter: #violenceabuse
YouTube: Endviolenceandabuse

Facebook: keyword AVA


