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9ƚľľǺόǈϔǈŌĿǀŌǔΨϔ ϔĿģǈŌϔǈǔǜņǺϔϔ

ÅAfter a personal safety lesson in school, Bobby tells 
JemourΩϔƚƑŌϔƚŤϔŬűǈϔŤűǀǈǔϔťǀģņŌϔĿƇģǈǈƏģǔŌǈΩϔǔŬģǔϔω§ǀήϔ
zƚŌǺϔņƚŌǈϔǈǔǜŤŤϔƇűƄŌϔǔŬģǔήϊϔČŬŌƑϔJemour asks him to 
ŌǹƽƇģűƑΩϔ9ƚľľǺϔņűǈĿƇƚǈŌǈϔǔŬģǔϔω§ǀήϔzƚŌǺϔǔƚǜĿŬŌǈϔƏǺϔ
pee peeΩϔģƑņϔűǔϔǈƚǀǔϔƚŤϔŤŌŌƇǈϔťƚƚņήϊϔJemour tells Bobby 
ǔŬģǔϔŬŌϔǈŬƚǜƇņϔǔŌƇƇϔŬűǈϔƽģǀŌƑǔǈΩϔľǜǔϔ9ƚľľǺϔǈģǺǈΩϔω§Ǻϔ
§ƚƏϔǔŬűƑƄǈϔľƚǺǈϔťŌǔǔűƑťϔǔƚǜĿŬŌņϔľǺϔľƚǺǈϔűǈϔģϔǈűƑήϊϔ
Jemour tells some other male classmates and a few 
start to tease Bobby, telling Bobby that he is gay. 



ΪĿģǈŌϔǈǔǜņǺϔ

Eventually Jemour decides to tell their teacher, Molly 
Reynolds, about the disclosure. Ms. Reynolds makes a 
mandated report to child protective services and tells 
the intake screener that Bobby has an athletics instructor 
ǔŬģǔϔŌǳŌǀǺƚƑŌϔĿģƇƇǈϔω§ǀήϔzƚŌǺϊϔģƑņϔǔŬģǔϔǔŬŌϔűƑǈǔǀǜĿǔƚǀόǈϔŤǜƇƇϔ
name is Joey McMaster. Mr. McMaster has been teaching 
gym classes for first through sixth grade boys for about 
15 years. He is known as a very gregarious coach who 
goes out of his way to help children who are struggling. 
If a parent is unable to pick a child up after school, Mr. 
McMaster is always willing to help the parent with 
transportation or other needs. 



ΪģϔĿģǈŌϔǈǔǜņǺϔ

Ms. Reynolds also tells the intake screener that Mr. 
McMaster is very religious. He goes to the same church 
as Bobby and volunteers for a camping ministry where 
he works with other boys. She knows that Bobby has 
camped with Mr. McMaster because Bobby brought 
pictures of the camping trip to school for show and tell. 
§ǈήϔØŌǺƑƚƇņǈϔǈģǺǈϔǔŬģǔϔ9ƚľľǺόǈϔƽģǀŌƑǔǈϔģǀŌϔņűǳƚǀĿŌņϔģƑņϔ
that his mom is stressed out and working two jobs to 
ƏģƄŌϔŌƑņǈϔƏŌŌǔήϔàŬŌϔģƇǈƚϔǈŬģǀŌǈϔǔŬģǔϔ9ƚľľǺόǈϔņģņϔűǈϔƑƚǔϔ
ǳŌǀǺϔģĿǔűǳŌϔűƑϔŬűǈϔǈƚƑόǈϔƇűŤŌϔģƑņϔǔŬģǔϔ9ƚľľǺϔŬģǈϔƑƚϔ
siblings. 



Dynamics of male victimization 



Boys less likely to disclose than girls

ÅA study of 487 adult male survivors of CSA found an 
average delay of 21.38 years before a partial 
disclosure

ÅFull disclosure delayed 28.23 years
ï Easton (2013)

ÅA delay of more than a year for boys increases mental 
health symptoms into adulthood.
ï²ό~ŌģǀǺϔλ͆̈́̈́ͅμ



Dynamics that keep boys quiet 

Photo by Juan Mendez from Pexels



Masculinity  

Åω_űǳŌƑϔǔŬģǔϔǔŬŌϔŌǹƽŌǀűŌƑĿŌϔƚŤϔιĿŬűƇņϔǈŌǹǜģƇϔģľǜǈŌκϔ
violates masculine norms such as self -protection, 
many [boys] felt weak, frightened, confused, or guilty 
ģǀƚǜƑņϔǔŬŌϔǔűƏŌϔƚŤϔǔŬŌϔģľǜǈŌήϊ

ÅAs a result, boys choose not to discuss their abuse 
ǴűǔŬϔƚǔŬŌǀǈϔľǜǔϔŌƏƽƇƚǺϔǈǔǀģǔŌťűŌǈϔǈǜĿŬϔģǈϔωǔƚǜťŬűƑťϔűǔϔ
out, being macho, remaining stoic, and handling it 
ǔŬŌƏǈŌƇǳŌǈήϊ
ï Easton (2013) 



Mistrust of others 

Å§ģƑǺϔľƚǺǈϔņƚϔƑƚǔϔņűǈĿƇƚǈŌϔωľŌĿģǜǈŌϔǔŬŌǺϔιŬģǳŌκϔ
ņűŤŤűĿǜƇǔǺϔǔǀǜǈǔűƑťϔƚǔŬŌǀǈήϊϔ

Å²ŤϔƽģǀǔűĿǜƇģǀϔĿƚƑĿŌǀƑϔωǔƚϔǈƚƏŌϔǈǜǀǳűǳƚǀǈϔιűǈκϔǔŬŌϔŤŌģǀϔ
that disclosure [will] lead others to suspect them of 
ľŌĿƚƏűƑťϔģϔŤǜǔǜǀŌϔƽŌǀƽŌǔǀģǔƚǀϔƚǀϔƽǀŌņģǔƚǀήϊϔ

ÅNot every boy assumes a negative reaction from 
ƚǔŬŌǀǈΩϔľǜǔϔǔŬŌǀŌϔűǈϔωģϔťŌƑŌǀģƇűȄŌņϔĿƚƑĿŌǀƑϔƚǳŌǀϔľŌűƑťϔ
unable to predict responses from others and the 
ƚǜǔĿƚƏŌǈϔƚŤϔņűǈĿƇƚǈǜǀŌϊϔģƑņϔǔŬűǈϔωŤŌģǀϔƚŤϔǜƑƄƑƚǴƑϔ
ĿƚƑǈŌƿǜŌƑĿŌǈϊϔƄŌŌƽǈϔǔŬŌƏϔŤǀƚƏϔǔŌƇƇűƑťή
ï Easton (2013)



Concerns about sexual orientation/identity

Åω§ģƇŌϔǈǜǀǳűǳƚǀǈϔǴŬƚϔǈŌƇŤ- identify as heterosexual are 
often fearful that others would use their abuse 
ŌǹƽŌǀűŌƑĿŌǈϔģǈϔŌǳűņŌƑĿŌϔƚŤϔŬƚƏƚǈŌǹǜģƇűǔǺήϊ
ï Easton (2013)

ÅBoys questioning their identify or are identifying as 
gay, bisexual or queer prior to abuse may encounter 
attitudes that discredit or minimize their sexual 
identity.

ÅA false assumption may be made that the abuse 
ωĿģǜǈŌņϊϔǔŬŌϔĿŬűƇņόǈϔťģǺϔűņŌƑǔűǔǺήϔ
ï Russell (2022) 



íŬŌϔω_ƚņϔŤģĿǔƚǀϊϔ

ÅWhen abuser is a religious leader, significant risk a 
child will not disclose

ÅíŬűǈϔűǈϔľŌĿģǜǈŌϔωĿƇŌǀťǺϔƏŌƏľŌǀǈϔŬƚƇņϔŌǹǔǀģƚǀņűƑģǀǺϔ
ƽƚǴŌǀϔņǜŌϔǔƚϔǔŬŌűǀϔǈƚĿűģƇϔǈǔģǔǜǈΪģƑņϔǔŬŌϔģǈǈƚĿűģǔűƚƑϔ
ľŌǔǴŌŌƑϔǔŬŌϔģľǜǈŌǀϔģƑņϔǔŬŌϔǈǜǀǳűǳƚǀόǈϔŤģűǔŬϔűƑϔ_ƚņήϊϔ

Å ǈϔƚƑŌϔǈǜǀǳűǳƚǀϔƑƚǔŌņΨϔωfƚǴϔĿģƑϔģϔƏģƑϔťŌǔϔǀģƽŌņΩϔģƑņϔ
ľǺϔģϔƽǀűŌǈǔΩϔűǔόǈϔǔŬŌϔǈģƏŌϔģǈϔťŌǔǔűƑťϔǀģƽŌņϔľǺϔ_ƚņήϊ
ï Easton (2013) 



Spiritual impact of clergy abuse  

Å Victims of clergy CSA 4 
times more likely to see 
their beliefs in God 
negatively impacted. 

ÅíŬűǈϔǴģǈϔģϔωǈűťƑűŤűĿģƑǔϔ
predictor for experiencing 
most of the mental health 
and social problems 
ģƑģƇǺȄŌņήϊ

Å These victims were more 
than twice as likely to have 
ωǈǜűĿűņģƇϔƽŬŌƑƚƏŌƑģϊ



Safety & protection issues

ÅàƚƏŌϔƏģƇŌǈϔņƚϔƑƚǔϔǀŌƽƚǀǔϔƚǜǔϔƚŤϔŤŌģǀϔǔŬģǔϔűǔϔωƏűťŬǔϔ
jeopardize their own basic safety and security in terms 
of housing, employment, and physical well -ľŌűƑťϊϔƚǀϔ
because they want to protect their family or others 
ŤǀƚƏϔωņűǈĿƚƏŤƚǀǔήϊ

Å ǈϔƚƑŌϔǳűĿǔűƏϔǈǔģǔŌǈΩϔωkϔĿƚǜƇņϔƑƚǔϔǔŌƇƇϔƏǺϔƽģǀŌƑǔǈϔ
ľŌĿģǜǈŌϔűǔϔǴƚǜƇņϔľǀŌģƄϔǔŬŌűǀϔŬŌģǀǔǈήϔkόƇƇϔǔŌƇƇϔιƚǔŬŌǀǈϔ
ģľƚǜǔϔǔŬŌϔǈŌǹǜģƇϔģľǜǈŌκϔǴŬŌƑϔƏǺϔƽģǀŌƑǔǈϔģǀŌϔņŌģņήϊ
ï Easton (2013) 



Past negative responses from others

ÅIf a boy attempts to disclose but has a 
negative response, they are more likely to 
remain silent.
Å²ƑŌϔǈǜǀǳűǳƚǀϔǈŬģǀŌņϔǔŬŌϔŬŌϔωǔǀűŌņϔǔƚϔǔŌƇƇϔιŬűǈκϔ
ŤģűǔŬŌǀϔƚƑĿŌΩϔľǜǔϔŬŌϔŬűǔϔƏŌήϊ
ïEaston (2013) 



kƑģľűƇűǔǺϔǔƚϔƑģƏŌϔǈŌǹǜģƇϔģľǜǈŌϔģǈϔωģľǜǈŌϊ

ÅàƚƏŌϔľƚǺǈϔģǀŌϔǜƑģľƇŌϔǔƚϔωǀŌĿƚťƑűȄŌϔĿŬűƇņŬƚƚņϔ
ŌǳŌƑǔǈϔģǈϔģľǜǈűǳŌήϊ
Å²ƑŌϔǈǜǀǳűǳƚǀϔǀŌŤŌǀǀŌņϔǔƚϔ:à ϔģǈϔωƁǜǈǔϔƽģǀǔϔƚŤϔ
ťǀƚǴűƑťϔǜƽήϊ
Å ƑƚǔŬŌǀϔǈǜǀǳűǳƚǀϔǈģűņϔωkϔǴģǈƑόǔϔǈǜǀŌϔűŤϔűǔϔǴģǈϔ
ģĿǔǜģƇƇǺϔģľǜǈŌϔƚǀϔƑƚǔήϊ
ïEaston (2013) 



ƑƚǔŬŌǀϔǀŌģǈƚƑϔľƚǺǈϔņƚƑόǔϔņűǈĿƇƚǈŌ



We make light of the sexual abuse of boys 

ωČŬŌǀŌϔǴŌǀŌϔǔŬŌǈŌϔ
teachers when I was in 
ǈĿŬƚƚƇίϊ
ïJay Leno 



^ģĿűƇűǔģǔƚǀǈϔǔƚϔģϔľƚǺόǈϔņűǈĿƇƚǈǜǀŌϔ

ÅParental or other support
ÅPublic education (e.g. personal 

safety course)
ÅAdequate services for boys 
ïSivagurunathern (2019) 



The Forensic Interview of Bobby  



Forensic Interview - male victims

ÅDynamics to consider
ÅMistrust of adults (position of authority)
ÅResponse from others (negative, shame)
ÅPleasure/enjoyment of maltreatment 
ÅHow victimization may be perceived by others
Å ŤŤŌĿǔǈϔƚƑϔĿŬűƇņόǈϔƇűŤŌ
ÅMyth (gay)
ÅWeakness
ÅSpiritual impact of abuse



íŬŌϔűƑǳŌǈǔűťģǔűƚƑϔƚŤϔω§ǀήϔzƚŌǺϊϔ



Other victims

Å If Mr. Joey is a preferential sex offender attracted to 
pre-pubescent boys, there is potential to accumulate 
a large amount of victims. 
ï Cross, et al (2022) 

ÅOffenders operating in a religious community often 
accumulate large numbers of victims
ï Eshuys & Smallbone (2006)

ÅWork with Ms. Reynolds to find out who else the 
suspect has given rides to or spent inordinate amounts 
of time with

ÅAsk local CAC to do a prevention program for parents 
on speaking with their children about abuse 



Work with non -offending parent(s)

ÅReaction of parents may 
range from anger to 
complete denial 
ï Vaughan-Eden (2022)

ÅSuspect may also have 
ťǀƚƚƏŌņϔ9ƚľľǺόǈϔ
mother (father is absent) 

Å§ƚǔŬŌǀόǈϔƚƽƽƚǈűǔűƚƑϔǔƚϔ
same-sex behavior may 
create hardships 



Medical care for Bobby   

ÅMales may be particularly 
wary of medical exams

ÅSensitivity at the outset is 
critical

ÅPrepare victim for position, 
ωǈƚǜƑņϔƚǜǔϊϔƽģǔűŌƑǔϔņǜǀűƑťϔ
exam

ÅGive victim as much power 
as possible (e.g. who will be 
present for exam). 
ÅAyson (2022); Gallo-Silver 

(2014) 



Mental health care for Bobby 



Mental health care

ÅLong delays in therapy may impact child negatively 
ÅTherapist needs to be aware of dynamics unique to 

boys (e.g. concerns about weakness) 
ÅBoys may be reluctant to label themselves as victims
ÅTrauma of victim but also family dynamics 
ÅPotential value of addressing spiritual impact of 

trauma 



Spiritual care for Bobby  


